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Sir; 



. . ,T c F R §§ and 1.98, applicant(s) hereby 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.K. ss .^.teitient for consideration 

submit (s, an information Disclosure Statement 

by the Examiner. 

, ,IST 0FPATENTS,_H2L1^^ 

^ \^ r.y nt-her information submitted 

The patents, l^^^j^^^^^^l^, °re listed on the PTO-1449 (s), 

for consideration by the Office 

attached hereto. 

II COPIES (check at least one box) 

submitted herewith is a legible -pv o^^^ 
^ U.S. and fo^^^gj^.P^^^^^^^ed it ?S be listed; and 
^^fi)^aTl^o\Vrnn'forSation^or that portion which 
caused it to be listed. 

some or all of the documents Usted on the^PTO- 
1449 are not ^^fosed because t^e^^^ ^^^.^^ ^ 
S^eaSj^SrinThe Ifo^file^'lf copies are needed, 
please contact the undersigned. 



b. □ 
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III. C0NCISE_EXP^^ 

■(check at least one jdox; 



b. El 



□ DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

require a statement of relevancy. 
DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

A concise explanation th%,\\^^^Tn£or4t?oi 
??rt^^"that^"^^^%\'^in^the°En,lfsrian,ua,e is as 

follows: 

An abstract is attached and the reference is 
^ted on page 1 of the specification. 

c □ ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT 

An English language -rsion of the search re^^^^^^^ 
or action that ^^^icates the degree o, 

found by the foreign ofj^^^ for a concise 

satisfying the requirement tor 
^Sanation. See MPEP 609(A)(3). 

d . □ OTHER 

The following additional information is provided 
for the Examiner's consideration. 
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FEES 



IV Rl T HT<; TPS IS BEim FT,,ED UNDER 37 C.F.R. § I.^IW 

(check one boxj 

fee or statement is required. 

b. □ Within three ™o.,,s of the date^^of ^entry of^ t.e 

national stage as seu a. C.F.R. § 

i?^9^(£)r2??!^No ffe^ir^fta?e.ent^rs required. 

c. □ .efore the .ailing date of^ a first Action ^on the 

Ttat'eLn^'Is required In t.e event that a -s 
Office Action on the ^erits has been ^ 
Dlease consider this IDS unaer j ' r F n § 
? Q^^^^ and see the statement under 37 C.F.K. s 
1.97(c) ana see unc oi-al-pment has been made, 

1.97(e) below ^^'.^^^^J^^^^^'i^^'the amount of 
charge our deposit account m 
$240.00 as required by 37 C.F.R. ^ 

THIS IDS IS BETNC, FILED UNDER 37 C .F.R. § 1.97(c):. 
(checK one Dox) 

before the .ailing date of a Final Office Act.«der ^37 

r V R ^1 113 (See 37 C.F.K. s i.^' ^ ' ' r F R § 

C.F.R. ^^^-^^^^y^ Mn-t-ire of Allowance under 37 C.t.K. s 

rnnser37°c'F.R.Tr97rc,(2)). 

□ NO statement; therefore, a fe^e in^the^— of 



V. □ 



No statemeiiL, ^11^--^--- r f r ^ 1 17 (p) . 
$24 0.00 as required by 37 C.F.R. S i.i mf; • 

b. □ 



see the statement below. No fee is required, 
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^ o « 1 QKe) (check only one box) 
The undersigned hereby states that 

, □ each ite. of infornati^on ^^^^^^^^^^ ,^^e%\ '"trt 
^' ° cited in a c™^?^^^^^^ foreign application not 

Office in a counterpart fo?^^^^ filing of 

more than three months prior 

this IDS; or 

^ n no item of information contained ^'f^ten? 

^' ° cited in a communication from a y .^^ ^^^^ 

Office in a counterpart ^ ^^^JlSge^^^af ter making 
to the best of my ^^^^^''^''t^ any individual 
reasonable inquiry, was known ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ 

STr?or\o\he 'fifing of this statement. 
, □ some of the items of — VaTenT Of f iie!^^ 

each item of i^f°^"!^t",Ton ?rom a foreign Patent 
cited in a communication from a y^.^^ 

Office in a counterpart fore^^^^/Phe filing of 
more than three ^e J^^'^Yng information, the 
this IDS. AS to the remaini g .^^^ ^^^3 

undersigned hereby states rn 
remaining information contained ^ 
cited in a communication trom ^^^^^^^ and, 

Office in a counterpart ^ ^^^^^JJ ^ ^^af ter making 
to the best of my ^^^^^^^^^ any individual 
reasonable .i'^^^^^^' ^jf %T56 (c) more than three 
STrto^to'th/fil-ing of this statement. 

VII. PAYMENT_0B1^ (check one box) _ 

4. <^940 00 as required by -S' 

□ ^.-'irr\\^7(;.'rs"enclo'sel^the above-ldentxf xed 

fee 

i. n?-2448 in the 

Please charge Deposit Account No. 

Tdicater^'^e' tripU^'e 'copy of this paper 
attached. 



fee 

□ 



1^ No fee is required. 
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Appl. NO. 09/496,588 
the KKa.iner has -V .uesUons con— this^^IBS 

(with a petition li- 2448. 

Deposit Account No. 02 authorized in 

Tf necessary, the Coitmissioner is ne ^ payment or 
this, concufrenty and f^^"- ^^t^^Aclount'^No'^. o!-24?8 for any 
credit any °^"P^^,f,L'Snder 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1.17, 
-ft5^SfrlJ:^ext=for?i.e fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 




MSW/cpw 
879-253P 

Enclosures: 



^''iferx-wii^i^rw; 181 

0. Box 747 
alls Church, 
"(703) 205-8000 



kusThurch, VA 22040-0747 



El 
□ 
□ 
□ 



PTO-1449 
Documents 

Foreign Search Report 

Fee 
Other: 



(Rev. 01/08/2000) 
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